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ABOUT US 

We are a volunteer board with 3 committees which meet monthly with local volunteers. 

Main Street Pittsboro currently has 8 members on it’s board. They are: 

Maria Parker-Lewis—President 

Tom Delafield—Secretary 

Doug Emmons—Treasurer 

Greg Lewis—Business owner 

Lesley Landis—Business Owner 

Mike Dasher—Chatham County Commissioner 

Michael Fiocco—Pittsboro Town Commissioner 

Randy Voller—Business Owner 

Our mission has been, and continues to be, working with local government, Town staff and residents to nurture and sustain Pittsboro as a vibrant destination 

location that maintains Pittsboro’s historic charm and highlights our commitment to the local cultural arts, the environment and the surrounding agricultural 

community. 

A YEAR OF SURPRISE AND PERSISTANCE 

The fiscal year 2018/2019 ended on a satisfying and promising  note.  We had recently held our veryfundraiser, Local on Main, which was a sold out ticketed event  highlighting 

local farms, artists and Pittsboro restaurants.  The evening was enjoyed by all who attended.   We were able to showcase the  first work we had been doing to our streetscape: 

adding banners, benches, and kiosks.  During the event, we unveiled our latest project, the handrails along Hillsboro Street which provide a safer way for people to navigate the 

steps between the sidewalk and street.  These handrails, crafted by local metalsmith, Justin Greene, are adorned with beautiful artwork created by Beth Goldston and etched into 

metal discs by Eddie White.   The rails were well received and appreciated by all, especially business owners who witnessed too many close calls on the steps. 

Just as the year was drawing to a close, an opportunity arose to bring to fruition a longstanding goal of establishing a Welcome Center in Pittsboro.  Capital Bank at 37 Hillsboro 

Street sat vacant and there was a strong community desire to see that space used for something that could demand high foot traffic.  While it sat vacant, it was used as a Volunteer 

Center for those working some of our Hillsboro Street events.  Main Street Pittsboro quickly recognized it as a desirable location for that long desired Welcome Center. 

FY2019/2020 began with high hopes and a positive outlook.  We worked very closely with Abundance Foundation to bring its much loved and anticipated Pepperfest to the heart 

of Pittsboro.  As with Local on Main, it was a highly attended, much enjoyed event.  Concurrently, we came to an agreement with the landlord on the Capital Bank space and 

began to successfully  solicit donors enthusiastic about a welcome center in Pittsboro.  During this time, we sponsored a Strong Towns event, continued to promote our district, 

and worked closely with several businesses interested in improving their facades.  In addition, we were finalizing our plans to improve the Rain Garden with a stone façade and 

caps.  All was going well and then… 

February brought immense challenges to all.  The world slowed, people sheltered while businesses shuttered and  many plans were brought to a halt.  While the pandemic had a 

significant impact on Main Street Pittsboro, our funding goals, and timelines, it did not stop us from moving forward .  Our board and committee members continued to meet and 

collaborate with  business owners, landlords, private companies and individuals  desirous and determined  to see individual and community goals realized.    As you read further, 

you  will hear details of the work we continued to do as we searched for ways to support our town during the pandemic.  We are grateful to the Pittsboro Board of Commissioners 

who continue to show faith in our vision and confidence in our work.  It is our hope that our efforts will bring results that instill, in you and the community, a sense of place and 

pride in Pittsboro. 

Maria Parker-Lewis 

President 

THE YEAR IN NUMBERS 

• 2052 Volunteer Hours 

• 9 Façade Grant Applicants 

• 4 Completed Facades 

• 1 Little Library 

• 1545 Facebook Followers 

• 1039 Instagram Followers 

• 484 Twitter Followers 

• 1 Photo Op Mural 

• 11 Investors in the Vision 

 



Free Little Library  
donated  by Friends of Page Vernon.    
Artist: Robert Morris 

 

THE DESIGN COMMITTEE 

 

Committee Chair: Michael Fiocco 

Committee Members: 

Barber Holmes 

Ashlie Campbell 

Holly Norton 

Mara Parker-Lewis 

Stephanie Pierson 

Taylor Hobbs 

 

 

  2 

The Design Committee worked with four downtown property owners on facade 
improvements and Grants this year. The work included coordinating with UNC 
Greensboro’s Interior Architecture Department and its Center for Community-
Engaged Design as part of their Main Street Fellows program to provide design 
assistance for Main Street programs. It also included pro bono design assistance 
from registered architects and       professional contractors. Nine facades were put 
to bid; four were completed and five started. The completed facades included two 
at 38 Hillsboro Street and two at 102 Hillsboro Street. 
  
Of the five facades currently under construction three are located at 109 & 115 
Hillsboro Street and 2 more, as part of the Welcome Center, are located at 37 
Hillsboro Street. Work on 109 and 115 should be complete in the next two months. 
The Welcome Center interior upfit and facade improvements are        expected to 
be complete the week of August 21.  Pavement treatment and striping should be 
complete within two weeks following and a Certificate of Occupancy should occur 
shortly after completion of the building improvements. 
  
The Welcome Center is also the home of downtown’s newest mural. As part of a 
competitive call for art, the artist was chosen and, through  
collaboration with the building owner and adjacent building owner, Travis  
Kososki and Eddie Thomas respectively, the mural was completed the week of  
August 14. Many have noticed and expressed their appreciation for this wonderful 
addition to the “artscape” of Pittsboro! 
 
In the design stage is an outdoor courtyard as part of the Welcome Center in the 
exterior nook of the new mural. 

 

Façade Improvement 



 
In close proximity to the Welcome Center, improvements to the Town      
installed rain gardens were completed the week of August 21. The              
improvements include a stone veneer applied to the exterior face of the rain 
garden walls with blue stone caps adding to the structure and finish of the 
devices. In conjunction with the rain garden improvements, the Welcome 
Center adorned its planters with the same stone treatment along both its 
front façade and in the corner of the buildings where the mural “bends”. 
  
 Conversations continue with other property and businesses owners on    
other prospective façade improvements and areas of collaboration. 
  
Support for the efforts of the NCDOT, Utility Company’s and Property   
Owners continue as Main Street Pittsboro advocates for and monitors pro-
gress on road improvements, overhead utility burial, parking resurfacing 
and lighting improvements currently underway that were identified in the 
2014 Downtown Vision Plan. 
  
Next steps in the pursuit of other improvements itemized in the Downtown 
Vision Plan remain a focal point as MSPBO looks for grant resources and 
public/private investment opportunities. Much of the work accomplished 
this year is the direct result of unwavering volunteer efforts combined with 
generous public and private investments in the program. 
 
Likewise, a joint effort of MSPBO and the Friends of Page Vernon Park in 
support of the very generous contribution of time and talent of Robert    
Morris saw the installation of an enchanting  Little Library tucked nicely         
beneath the towering canopy of a mature pecan tree.  
  
Looking forward to another successful year of improvements in 
Main Street Pittsboro. 

 Michael Fiocco 

    Main Street Pittsboro   Design Committee Chair 

RAIN GARDEN  

Pre and post veneer 

Welcome Center Mural by Michael Brown 

  



To welcome shoppers to return to downtown shops, Main Street Pittsboro is currently hosting an online contest. Participants take 

photos that dovetail with the current theme, cite and tag a favorite business, and encourage likes from friends. Winners receive gift 

certificates to downtown businesses that MSPBO bought. The hope and expectation are that for folks who will go out, businesses will 

be visited and perhaps make sales. For folks who are reluctant to go out, businesses will get promotional attention and the winners 

receive some motivation to visit another business. Businesses may experience an increase in new social 

media followers. Main Street Pittsboro may increase followers as well. 

 

  

Post one new blog post every 4 weeks 

Boost social media follows by 20% on each account 

MSPBO website ranked on the front page of Google search 

Develop ad specialties for purchase from Welcome Center to boost revenues by 15% 

Reorganize MSPBO website to reflect the agency's evolution 

Develop an e-newsletter 

Debut a town song at an event 

Pittsboro mentioned in Our State. or maybe a feature article 

Develop historic walking tour 

PROMOTING DOWNTOWN 

 PROMOTIONS COMMITTEE 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee Chair: Lesley Landis 

Committee Members: 

Eric Braun 

Francis DiNardo 

Ellen Shannon 

Ann Fitts 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE PANDEMIC 
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The general purpose of the Promotions and Marketing Committee of Main 

Street Pittsboro is to convey a positive image of the Main Street Pittsboro 

district. Our work informs and educates a growing audience of local and re-

gional residents and visitors about Pittsboro's businesses, events, and histo-

ry. We do this via print ads, earned media, a social media presence, radio, 

and collaborations with other entities.  

To inform and help boost attendance at special events such as Local on 

Main, SummerFest, PepperFest, and HollyDays the committee wrote,       

designed, produced, and placed print ads in Our State Magazine (circulation: 

220,000) and Chatham Magazine (circulation: 5400) and the Chatham & 

Chapel Hill Relocation Guide (circulation: 10,000). To provide general 

awareness of downtown Pittsboro, we wrote, designed, produced, and placed 

print ads in the Fearrington Homes Tour booklet (circulation: 250) and     

ongoing ads in 8-10 months of the Chatham County Line (circulation: 9000).  

All media outlets mentioned above include a digital presence that extends 

the reach of our media buys.   

Thirty radio spots were placed on WUNC-FM radio to promote Summer Fest 

(listenership: 300,000).  

OUR  PROMOTIONAL GOALS 



Main Street Pittsboro's presence at the Fall Street 
Fair and PepperFest allowed us to talk to hundreds of 
people about our mission and got potential volunteers 
interested in our work.   

Public Festivals and events bring a sense of place and connection to our community .  

They also function as economic drivers, bringing thousands of visitors to the front 

doors of our downtown businesses, offering these establishments a level of exposure 

they might not  otherwise receive.   Pittsboro is fortunate to have three large festivals  

right in the heart of our community on Hillsboro Street:  The Pittsboro Holy Days Tree 

Lighting Celebration, hosted by the Pittsboro Business Association (PBA), Summer 

Fest, also hosted by the PBA, and Pepperfest, hosted by the Abundance Foundation.  

Hosting large scale events takes months of planning and a large amount of funding .  

The satisfaction of bringing multitudes of residents and visitors together for a day of 

fun and celebration is a large part of the payoff and  this requires widescale promo-

tion.  Main Street Pittsboro supports these events through promotions on our website, 

social media, and local newspaper, magazine, and radio ads.  We worked with Abun-

dance Foundaton to help them work through the logistics of their first street closure 

event and we seek volunteers for all events.   

Local on Main 

Though this was 2019 event, it was hugely successful  

and much anticipated for 2020.  This first fundraiser 

saw over 200 people in attendance and enabled us to 

raise $16,000.  Our hope was to raise the bar this 

year, adding 50 more seats for a total of 250, and aim 

for a fundraising goal  of $25,000.  Eager to duplicate 

the success of the previous year, our Pittsboro chefs 

committed to participate in the May event.            

Committee members started holding meetings,    

picking out tables, chairs and place settings.           

Excitement was already building in late January, ear-

ly February.  Unfortunately, late February brought us 

our first surprise of the year; a pandemic which led to 

closures and the postponement of large scale events 

such as Local on Main.  Though disappointed,  we are 

anxious to pick up where we left off and host another 

farm to large table event in May 2021.   

SUPPORTING MAIN STREET DISTRICT EVENTS 

OUR FIRST FUNDRAISER 
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Pepperfest 2019 
Photo courtesy of  Thomas Campbell 

Summer Fest 2019 
Hosted by the Pittsboro Business Association 

Local On Main 2019 
Hosted by Main Street Pittsboro 



ECONOMIC VITALITY 

 

 

Economic vitality and revitalization will continue to focus on gather-
ing data on the Main Street District and turning it into useful infor-
mation for policymakers and stakeholders.  In FY 2020-2021 we plan 
on utilizing the Welcome Center as a hub and locus point for promot-
ing activity in the Main Street District and educating visitors and the 
community in Pittsboro and Chatham County.   The district has a tax 
value of approximately $42 million dollars, which includes the value 
of the 20 tax exempt parcels in the district.  The County collects ap-
proximately $190,000 in ad valorem taxes annually in the district 
while the Town collects approximately $130,000. 

Randy Voller 

One of the biggest surprises of the year was the “unveiling” of what 

lay beneath the siding of the Capital Bank building, soon to be the 

Pittsboro Chatham County Welcome Center.  Our hope was that we 

would discover a beautiful, well preserved brick exterior that could 

easily be improved and updated with awnings and lighting.   What 

we discovered was a swath of cinder block running the length of 

the building.  This clued us in as to why the unusual siding may 

have been  applied to the building many years back.  It also 

provided a design challenge.  We regrouped, scrapped the original 

plan and adopted a design that followed the blocked pattern of the 

cinderblock while leaving the original brick exposed.  The end 

result is a unique building, with clean, simple lines and a slightly 

retro aesthetic.  Though we are yet to open to the public, we have 

already had one out of town visitor, as noted in a recent article in a 

recent Chatham News & Record article! 

 

Committee Chair: Randy Voller 



WELCOME CENTER BEFORE AND AFTER 

Awaiting final 
touches 
Renovations to 
the building were 
made possible by 
private donations 
and Chatham 
County funding.  
We are thankful 
for their belief 
and investment in 
our vision 



ANOTHER LOOK 

MAIN STREET PITTSBORO 2018-2020 

MSPBO Events 
 
Supporting Chatham County Farms and showcasing Pittsboro chefs and their restaurants at Local on 
Main.   Educating and inspiring residents during an evening with Strong Towns: A Bottom Up Revolu-
tion to Rebuild American Prosperity author, Charles L. Marohn, Jr.. 

Streetscape Improvements 
 
Keeping it clean, safe  and vibrant   

Downtown Events 
 
Supporting and promoting local organizations and their  events: PBA Tree Lighting, 
PBA Summer Fest and Abundance Foundation Pepperfest 

 
Photo courtesy of Adrien Moreno 

Façade Grants 
 
Working with business and property owners 
to improve façade appearance. 



 

 

 

 

FY19-20 started off extremely well.  We had just completed our first Local on Main  public fundraising event in May.  The 
event was a great success, and not only exceeded our patrons’ expectations but exceeded Main Street Pittsboro’s financial 
goals as well.   The event enabled Main Street Pittsboro to carry forward a cash balance of $14,692 to begin FY19-20. 

 

During the summer and fall months of 2019, we engaged Rives & Associates (the same auditing firm used by the Town of 
Pittsboro) to conduct Main Street Pittsboro’s first ever audit.  We are pleased to share that Main Street Pittsboro completed 
our FY18-19 audit with flying colors and received an unqualified opinion which says our financials are presented fairly and 
in accordance with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles.  Rives & Associates did not have to make any adjusting en-
tries or flag any issues.  Main Street Pittsboro also engaged Rives & Associates to prepare our FY18-19 Federal tax return. 

 

As noted elsewhere in this annual report, Main Street Pittsboro undertook a major property redevelopment project during 
FY19-20, essentially converting a former bank building into the new Pittsboro and Chatham County Welcome Center.  This 
was the first property redevelopment project undertaken by Main Street Pittsboro and one that we are very proud of.  This 
project reclaimed a highly visible, vacated building in need of repairs and created a highly attractive public facilty in a prime 
downtown Pittsboro location. Main Street Pittsboro is extremely grateful to the following public and private sector donors 
without whose support this project would not have been possible: 

Town of Pittsboro and the Pittsboro ABC Board 

Chatham County 

ML&M Ventures 

Chatham Park 

Lee-Moore Capital 

S. J. Seabrook, Inc. 

The Beverage District 

Paula Stafford 

The Roadhouse 

Postal Seafood 

The new Welcome Center is designed to serve downtown Pittsboro and all of Chatham County to provide services to both 
residents and visitors alike.   Once up and running, the new Welcome Center is expected to become a focal point in down-
town Pittsboro and a key resource for downtown and County-wide business and tourism referrals. 

 

COVID-19’s arrival in the second half of FY19-20 prompted the cancellation of our 2nd annual Local on Main fundraising 
event as well as several new downtown summer events.  As a result, our budgeted revenue goals for the year were short 
$25,000 and we adjusted our 2nd half FY19-20 expense goals accordingly.  Despite this, Main Street Pittsboro funded a 
COVID-19 relief fund for MSPBO to purchase up to $2,000 in $75 merchant gift certificates for use by patrons to help sus-
tain downtown businesses.   

 

Due to the COVID-19 impact felt by the Town of Pittsboro and Chatham County, Main Street Pittsboro’s expected FY20-21 
public sector funding was reduced by ~$30,000.  Due to the generosity of private sector donors however, Main Street Pitts-
boro ended FY19-20 with a carry forward cash balance of $54,464 to enable startup operations for the new Welcome Center 
in FY20-21. 

 

Following this report are two financial statements which summarize FY19-20 results: 

Statement of Financial Position as of June 30, 2020 

Statement of Activities for FY19-20 

Doug Emmons 

Treasurer 

MAIN STREET PITTSBORO, INC. 

FY19-20 TREASURER’S REPORT 



Main Street Pittsboro 

P.O.Box 1517 

Pittsboro, NC 27312 


